
 
 

US S/V Clio Bayfield sailing July 2025 Greifswald, Germany to Lowestoft, UK 500 nm. 

 

 

Planning the next leg of the voyage from Lowestoft UK to the Azores. It's a 1500 nm and if we are lucky can 

traverse the English Channel with favorable winds we'll get back out into the Atlantic for the 1000nm to Horta. 

Studying the historic wind now. Hoping the jet stream stays away from opposing us. 



We carry 8-2 gallon polypropylene tanks strapped down on the lazarette shelves and one 5 gal next to the 

Through-Hulls. Thinking of getting another 5 gal. 

You get the picture, lots of motoring. 294 nm from Brunsbüttel, Germany to Lowestoft, UK only 4 hours 

under sail in four days, three overnights. But the three day weather window was calm for motoring! You 

can be laid up for weeks waiting since the prevailing winds are strong from the SW driven by the jet 

stream above the English Channel. 

Thinking the internal tank holds 20 gals. 

7 nm per gallon! I think in calm water we could get 12 nm per gallon. We made it with three gallons left 

with a 30 Yanmar. 

I must have been nuts to set off but I thought it was fine. 

We booked tickets home as soon as we landed. There was the perfect weather window to motor to 

Dartmouth in another three days after gassing up at Lowestoft, UK. 

We never made it to Dartmouth. Will stop there on the way out of the English Channel. 

 
InReach map of our track 

https://share.garmin.com/TomLohre 

 
Marine Traffic shows real time AIS location if we are motoring. If we're sailing we turn it on for 5 minutes on the 

hour. 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7830979/zoom:10 

 

 

 
 

Arrived in Greifswald 

https://share.garmin.com/TomLohre
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7830979/zoom:10


 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



Wiecke a small village at the mouth of the Ryck River 

 

 
Our thatched roof hovel 1 block from ships on the Rych River, focus in on the right. 

 



 
John arrived before his luggage. What a wonderful gam. Willard's site at the moon was better than mine! 

Began to patch the holes I drilled through the boat. Always scary but thinking through scenarios helps. Still 

fanbergasted the converter works after being exposed to the elements. Never again will I leave anything 

outside that's important.  

 

Adapted caulking gun syringe worked perfectly. I bought a blank one years ago just to be sure and sure it was. 

Even able to reuse! Big gap in the hull where rocks hit it. A ȧò seam needs to be filled with G Flex. Lot of 

heavy fiberglass left and perfect for patching the most vulnerable  part of the hull. Lengthy dripping here after 

bring pulled out last year. Patch should put the kibosh on that! 

 

John Jack Connell, John's son, master chef in Tahoe. 

 

Met the owner of the B&B at his attached restaurant attached to the hovel we stay at. 

 

anke.wenzig@gmx.de 

 

Met Josh and Anke at the B&Bôs owners bar 

So perfect to meet you and Josh. Please send an image of your boat and social media page! 

 

 

mailto:anke.wenzig@gmx.de


 

 

Fixing That Leaky Hull 

After hitting a rock, cutely, we took a long look at the split in the bow. It looked like the Bayfield was molded in two halves and 

glued together. It must have leaked two gallons. Back in the yard we patched the area after grinding out a lot of loose fiberglass. 

Applying a double layer of heavy fiberglass blanket, the leak we'd experienced  for years went away. 



 

Video of the leak discovered when coming out last summer. 

https://youtu.be/0MZGA9_Vx8I 

 

 
 

https://youtu.be/0MZGA9_Vx8I


Hull patch complete. Though we ran aground off Dirami, we never worked on this part of the boat even after 

groundings on Lake Erie. Water would drip for hours once out of the water. Not any more. Lots of grinding, and 

inhaling fiberglass though I did grind up wind. My nostrils have been running but I think it's coming to an end. 

Use most of the very heavy ȧò matt fiberglass in a patch work from all the leftover pieces from making the 

engine rails. G-Flex, West System eeH8sAAOSw4Apecocupoxy, started the layup because it's the strongest 

bond between old and new, then West System Epoxy with filler to lay up the second layer. It'll be interesting to 

see if the bilge becomes dry! 

 

Finished painting the hull.  

 

Blew out the converter by cutting a live ac line for the old Frig. Captain Tom has been taken down several 

notches. Luckily the fuse blew and we were able to buy 2 replacements. Got the AIS working by remembering 

to also turn on the GND10! 

Turning in the car today. Got the hovel for two more days. Inside Clio things are getting stowed and the 

enclosure will go up giving lots more room for moving around. 

Filled 8- 2 gal and 1- 5 gal polypropylene fuel tanks. 

 

Safety First! 

 

 
The one lane, special permission to cross, bridge over the river Ryck, is up to allow a old time schooner to go 

up the river with its cargo of tourists. 

 

One more night in the thatched hovel. Clio will be ready for sleeping by then! 

 

Started playing guitar on our evening walks. One lady motioned for me to stop. Another couple in the home 

across the street gave us two beers! I think the lady who frowned did so because I had not tuned my guitar, 

yet! 

 



 
 

ALDI Nord - Discount supermarket 

Fridtjof-Nansen-Straße 27 17493 Greifswald Germany 

+49 800 7234870 Closed ẗ Opens 7 AM Sat aldi-nord.de 

 
Saturday, July 5, 2025 

Frig is working! Had all the fittings needed! It's about half the size of the old one. A perfect retro-fit. 

Thank God we bought the small extra pack of connectors. After blowing the fuse on the converter, we 

constantly covered each other as we did the install. It's half the size and running well off the new house 

battery. Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

Walked into the little village of Wieck, across the bridge, then back along the River Ryck to the Aldiôs about two 

miles we hiked with backpacks.  On Monday, we go in the water then use the two free bikes in the yard to go 

back for perishables.  

 

Sunday, July 6, 2025 

Here, everyday seems like we'll never get underway but we do move the ball down the road everyday. Sunday, 

is a break day, for a few minutes. Will prepare the self steering servo pendulum today for it cannot be installed 

while Clio is in the water. Spent the first night in my little 18ò bunk, very comfortable like a cocoon. 

 

We put into the water today and immediately had to tighten the stuffing box. Probably loosened because the 

shifter cable holder loosened up and made the shaft turn when we started the engine on the hard in gear! 

Bending sail now and off we go tomorrow for Dartmouth.  Nobody told us the winds in the North Sea and 

Channel are always SW in July:( 

 

http://aldi-nord.de/


 
 



 
 

Monday, July 7 

Boat put in. Tightened stuffing box. Bending sails, shopping for leaving for the Keil Canal. Could make it in 

three days not stopping. 

 

Early turn and early wake up. 



Nervous, careful, diligent, apprehensive, cautious and safety first make up the final preparations for disembarking.  

 

Tied down dinghy & solar panel, filled up water, tightening back stay, updated chart plotter, made route, verified systems are 

updated, turned on InReach (it'll be on for the rest of the voyage.) 

 

 
The little town at the entrance of the Ryck River. Waiting for the bridge to open. 

 
 

 

 



 

Tuesday. July 8 

 

Underway at 11:30. Delayed by Wiecke Bridge till 1 pm. 

 

 
 

Made to the bridge opening between the islands at 7:30. 

Finally sailing at 8:45 then again motoring st 12pm. Sea state calm enough for a straight course to our next island cut through 

65nm away. 

 

 
 

The wind died and we started the engine to a rising full moon. Willard took the midnight to 4 watch and I did the 4 to 8. We 

activated the auto pilot but not before Willard and John did a full watch holding the helm. 

 

Wednesday. July 8 

I did the 4 to 8 watch with the autopilot running the engine. 



 

John took over the 8 to noon watch but head winds steadily picked up slowing us down to a crawl making using the auto pilot no 

good.  

 
 



 
 



 
 

GroBenbrode, Germany  

Contrary winds made us decide to put onto a cute harbor before the island cut through. But not before I took a sighting and got 

to within 10 nm! Then the Garmin chart plotter, AIS, depth finder and wind indicator died, very unusual and incredibly expensive. 

Luckily we had Navionics on our tablets and was able to navigate into a berth without a depth finder. Now we're trying to 

troubleshoot this massive problem. 

 

The problem was the house battery went to 0. The starter battery maybe was okay.  Working on it tomorrow. Thinking the main 

switch is faulty. We were running the engine with batteries on all. 

 

Hope we discover the problem. Connections on the battery switch need cleaning. Voltage to the house battery was 12V and 

needs to be at least 13. 

 

Also the solar panel was disconnected. Boy, what dropping of the ball. 

 

What difficulty and freedom. What seems the end quickly becomes doable.  

 



 
 

Thursday, July 10 

Left the GroBenbrode harbor at 2 pm going through the cut between the island and under a high bridge. 

 

I witnessed the rising full moon while John had an easy watch from 8 to midnight with a calm sea, clear sky and rising full moon 

with the auto pilot. Willard took over at midnight with the sea state rising where he had to disconnect the auto pilot and hand 

steer his 4 hour watch to 4am.  

 

I came on at 4 am to a setting full moon. 

Everything was turned off since the engine alternator was not working. Using the tablet running navionics and turning on the 

chartplotter 5 minutes on the hour. 

 

 

 



 

Pulled into the waiting dock for the Kiel Canal Lock at 6am.  

 

Landed at Kiel-Holtenau marina at 6am. 

We took a chance to turn off the engine. The batteries were dead. The engine runs by itself. 

After a brief nap, we started working and now have the alternator out of the boat going to the marine shop to 

get a new one and a marine starter battery. We'll parallel the two standard batteries to make the house battery 

system. 

 

We worked the problem till we got exhausted. Discovered 13.6 V coming from the alternator. We think we have 

a diode or voltage regulator problem. We will see. After taking an Uber to replace the alternator, which did not 

fit, we rented a car but discovered we did not need it. We called it quits and enjoyed a nice evening in Kiel.  

Tomorrow we motor to a marina with experts and wifi. Hoping to Crack this nut. 

 



 
 

 



 
 

Many large sailing excursion boats along the Kiel wharf. 

 

Saturday, July 12 

Willard got up early and did some grocery shopping. Emailed Laboe Marina. 

We leave for Laboe after returning the car. Getting ice since the frig is not allowed to run. 

Learning a lot. It's great to have three heads instead of one. Sunny, light breeze, cool.  

 

 


