
 
Kotka, Finland to Greifswald, Germany June 6th to July 6, 2024 

The second year of the European tour. In 2023 the Clio left Port 

Clinton, Lake Erie, Ohio and was taken out of the water 5 months later 

in Kotka, Finland. Now we are moving her back in one month 

segments. 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
Jun 8, 2024  Arrived in Helsinki. 

He's in the cell phone lot! 

John should arrived soon. 

Cool. Have a wind breaker on. 



 
Russian grill 

Checked into hostel 

Sat, Jun 8 

Still light out. 



 
Raining Sunday 

Sun, Jun 9 

 

11:30 a.m. drinking instant coffee in the common area watching Finnish TV. 

 

Last night we had a cold dinner of Finish meatballs, smoked salmon, cheese, fresh tomatoes, 

cucumber, black bread, red wine, and finished with chocolate. 

 

On the way from the airport we stopped in a quaint village. Today we may go to a preserved 

Russian hunting camp. Bad weather and being Sunday puts the kibosh on working. 

 

I'm feeling normal. Depressed at the herculean stuff we need to do but satisfied by evening we 

accomplished some things. 

 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/i1FhvyhWN7pS2jgm9?g_st=ac 

 

https://kotka-hostel.com 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/i1FhvyhWN7pS2jgm9?g_st=ac
https://kotka-hostel/


 

+358-403-260-097 

 

DNA-WIFI-8AD8 password g657c28R 

 

Retail, Sapokka harbor South of Kotka Island  

N60°4563 E26°9535 

05 214697 

 

Ritoil Sapokan Venesatama, Sapokankatu 3, 48100 Kotka 

 

Risto Rämä Oy, Kotka 

Jylpyntie 39 

Tel. +358 05 218 0000 

risto.rama@ritoil.fi  

 

 
Earlier we stopped at the Corner Pub where we met newlyweds in the middle of their three day 

celebration. She is a Russian peasant, living in Kotha for 40 years, he is a Finish business man. 

She proposed on leap day, the day a woman can propose via phone call to him in Brazil. 

mailto:risto.rama@ritoil.fi


 

Sunday, June 9 

Here, a good day's work is done. Everyone is old, tired and careful with great intelligence. 

Connected with Chuck. 

 

 
Monday June 10 Morning Update 

It's 3 a.m., the normal time I wake up for two hours. Wonderful evening eating out of the grocery 

store. Great conversation. Even initiated the evening, "Say Anything About Me". John said he 

sees I am a perfectionist. It's still light! Tomorrow we paint the hull, John & I cutting, meaning we 

free hand the hull stripes! Thinking of all the things we need from the big box store before we 

give up the car tomorrow. Battery, roller & pan, rust stain removal. Salt water caulking. Oiling 

everything. Boat smells good. Working hard but not to exhaustion. 

 



 
Tuesday June 10th Report 



Put instruments on masthead. 

Been driving around getting stuff before we turn the car in. Got a short sleeved shirt at a thrift 

store. New battery that died because we did not turn it over to be maintained during winter, 

food, beer, liquor and gas. Finally getting to paint the hull and it's 4:30. But it stays light till 10! 

Slept till 11! Finger okay & healing. 

 

Very tired. 8:30 from 4:30 p.m is enough. 

 

I'll start smiling June 17th and maybe even play guitar. By then we'll have Clio on the water 

hopefully sailing directly to Germany. Took my first shower. Very much like being in Russia. The 

border is closed. Kotha is becoming a ghost town. Everything revolved around Russian tourists 

and massive amounts of raw materials coming out of Russia. All that is over and will not come 

back in our lifetime. Finland becoming part of NATO sets the stage for eternal friction. 

I will come back a better man. Thoughts and prayers to Susan. Love, Captain Tom 

 

 
Wed, Jun 12 

Started a fire with one match. The boys love crispy skin. Glad you got the code. May stay one 

more night at the hostel. Feeling better. We work in the cabin today and may go in the water. 

Crew getting along great. Met the big boss having coffee in his impressive office. He's taking us 

out to lunch Thursday.  



 

 

 
Pleasant & Windy 

Wed, Jun 12 

About to go in the water. Pacing ourselves so we don't get overwhelmed. 

Weather looks calm leaving, so we'll motor sail. Finger healing. Eating at Bistro Willard, fresh 

salad, pickles, black bread, pasta, chips, cookies and chocolate. Love thinking if you are at the 

Whaler helm. Love from 60° latitude. 

 



 
Thursday June 13 

A fitting photo of the garden at the hostel. A young lady takes meticulous care, including 

gnomes, charms and umbrella pots! Cleaning and stowing before we leave the shed and cross 

the river to provision. Kotka is an island. 

 



 
Going to lunch with the owner 

Thu, Jun 13 

Alexea is the big man, owner of the marina and many other enterprises. He brought numerous 

bottles of liquor! 

 



 
Friday June 14 report 

Finally got the ship's laptop working, listening to WVXU! All the world news during the night and 

then the morning shows around 11 a.m.! 

Listening to Howard now! Tired, been working steadily since waking at 9 a.m. Got the head 

working and water filled. Gearing up to bend the sails meaning to put them on the ship by 

halyard, the line that hoists the sail. By evening we should be looking at winding down. Maybe 

even taking a half day off! 

Caption: Keikki, Harbormaster, seeing us off to the marina across the river. 

 



 
Saturday June 15 Report 

Last night we all had a sauna. It was perfect. Today I woke up with the normal blues till 11 a.m. 

Listening to WVXU world news is perfect. Before 11 I took a sun sight and tried to deduce my 

index error. Turns out I have a massive index error, thanks to the master navigators on 

Facebook. I am reverse calculating to discover what it is because it is so great that you cannot 

reach it with the travel of the sextant. But I am on it! Willard had to go to a cafe for good wifi to 

address a problem with his Russian History Literature Group, then shopped for the last time. He 

came back around 11:30 and wanted to leave right away. We started work by cleaning under 

the grate in the cockpit. We have ants! But first things first, we have to discover the fuel dock. 

Then we tightened the standing rigging, and tied down the dinghy. As soon as the boys finish 

wiring the turnbuckles we'll have lunch. Then I go down the lazarette to address the engine and 

stuff down there. That's the last thing to do before I think of something else. But the list is getting 

smaller and smaller and then we go! 

 



 
Happy Father's Day 

Your present might be stowed. It'll still be great when I find it! What a father's day gift, to leave. 

Nothing else to do except gas up and leave on a calm sea. No wind will break us in easy. I 

finally got my sextant problems worked out. I never calibrated the sextant after I replaced the 

mirrors. Now it's dead on. I shot the moon and the plot was perfect. The yard master came by to 

see us off. Even the owner came by in a boat with his family to say goodbye.  

 



 
The dark green was our track. The purple lines are borders. We ran into headwinds off Estonia 

and decided to put into Dirhami, Estonian because we did not want to get beaten up. 

 

Monday, June 17 report 

Late Sunday I took a sighting and it was dead on. Turns out I never calibrated the ship's sextant 

after I replaced the mirrors. Today I got a good morning sight and tried a noon sight but failed to 

reduce them to a plot. It's so easy to take sights on water. Yesterday I discovered I had drilled 

two holes in the hull anchoring a panel in the V berth. We plugged the holes but it was 

embarrassing. I slept great. Today is motor sailing now motoring. With any luck we can be at the 

yard with seven days to break her down before John flies out July 7. I lost my beret. From now 

on I'm wearing no head gear when doing work on deck. 

We arrived in Dirhami, Estonia. Here for 4 days! 

 



 
Tuesday, June 19 Report 

Early in the morning while motoring the waves picked up and we had to set sail in a holding 

pattern because the winds were not fair and the waves were disturbing the fuel tank we did not 

want to clog the filters. I went back to bed and at 4 am we decided to put into Dirhami, Estonia 

for the forecast was for high head winds and waves. It was only twenty miles away. 

 



 
Tue, Jun 18, 7:53 PM 

It's party time now. Sorry you are not here. Had a wonderful gam with a 60 footer. Four 

gorgeous women, one 10, with an owner who looked like Hemingway. He was coming back 

from the Mediterranean. Of course, when they learned of our journey ears perked up. Willard 

gets all the cred. John did all the talking. I don't, it shows by my thin lips. Looking at the hull from 

the dock, I screwed sixs screws pressing against the hull. Two came through. Things are so 

relaxed I am typing slowly with fingers in low light. I'll be working on the wiring tomorrow. 

Weather window looks like we will be here for four days. A fantastic restaurant right here. A 

quick store a half mile away. I lost my violet beret. Never again will I work the boat with a hat to 

lose. It's a hoodie from now on.  

 



 



Wed, Jun 19 

Took bus to Haapsalli. 

Raining. In good spirits. Sometimes the cars move away from puddles to not splash you.  

 

 

 
Thursday June 20 Report 

Winds are still kicking up to 20 kts. Re-tied the boat, something I should have done two days 

ago. Sunny and slightly hazy. Still looking for your father's day cards. Been through every 

possible place twice. Must have put them in a most secure place. Finished rewiring the VHF 

radio and head fan. The weather window is looking good to get to Poland by the 26th.  

We'll be sailing along the coast with fantastic weather.  

Estonian paradise. 

 



 
Friday, June 21 Report 

Fixed the fuel gauge. It was a simple fix but had to be put off until now because of more 

pressing problems. Windy still but we'll be off soon. We'll get gas and water using 5-gallon jerry 

cans instead of moving the boat. Too windy to move the boat. Got the starboard side electricity 

fixed. Working on the port side electric today and still looking for the colorful orange & yellow 

packet of cards. John and Willard walked to the point. Zoomed with Chuck. He said he loved me 

for the first time. Turns out I am the do it all crew member and Willard and John can help. They 

are the paying customers, not me. I always get paid or at least pay nothing just like Melville. 

Caption: 

Estonian plays Yesterday by the Beatles. You can tell I'm happy if I'm playing guitar. If not, I'm 

not. Using a bird identification app. We have Common Chaffinch, Common Chiffchaff & 

Eurasian Blackbirds here. 

 

Leaving Dirhami, Estonia Saturday. It's too windy today. Gassing & watering up. When we leave 

we'll  possibly stop for gas and an overnight visit in Ventspils, Latvia;  Smiltynes, Lithuania; 

Jastarnia, Poland and Greifswald, Germany. 

 



 
As we left Dirami we ran aground into rocks trying to cut the corner. 

 

 



You can see a split in the bottom of the hull. Water was leaking from it. Turns out there is a 

coating of fiberglass that meets to create a seam. Will patch over in the spring. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worked out the fuel consumption. 

Engine on 470hrs 6/16/24 12 noon, odometer 5944nm, eng hrs  

481.5hrs 11 pm engine off odometer 5984, 12.91 battery,  

11hrs, 40nm 

 

Engine  on 6/17/24 6am odometer 6012 

486.1 engine off 10:30 am 6/17/24 odometer 6032,  

4.5hrs 21nm 

 

Engine on 11:30am odometer 6036. Engine off 2:30am 501.5eng hrs odometer 6098 

15.4hrs 62nm 

 

Engine on 5am odometer 6102 

Engine off 10am 507eng hrs 6126 24nm 

 

Engine on 8:45am Sat 6/22 Eng off 526.2 Sun 3:30 am odometer 6232 

 

533.9 engine off at Ventspils odometer 6285 

 

Engine on 2pm Wed. Engine off 553.5 odometer 6389 

 

Engine on 8am Fri June 28 

 

 



36.4hrs 147nm 

3 hrs per gallon 

Added 12 gallons 

12.25 nm per gallon 

 

Blige 

Fri 20 sec 

Sat 2pm 1 minute 

Sun 4am 3 minutes 

Tues 10am 4 minutes 

Wed 11am 2 minutes 

Fri 8am 2 minutes 

We never have gotten a handle on where the water comes from. All the stanchion need to be 

reseated. 

 
Watches  

Sunday Noon to 4, 8 to midnight 

Monday 8 to noon, 6 to 8 pm 

Tuesday 4 to 8 am, 4 to 6 pm 

Wednesday 4 to 8 am, noon to 4, 8 to midnight 

 

 
 

 
Routes of three virtual sails using SailAway a game on Steam. The boat can follow the wind or a 

course while youôre offline using real time weather. While playing the game, we would find ports 



to call on using Google Earth and then communicate with them. 

 
We also used Earth Null and GRIB files to study the weather. 



 



 
 

3rd Virtual sail, left Kotha April 19. Headwinds! Put into Naissaare Sadam - Marina Lõunaküla / 

Storbyn  59°33'24.11"N  24°33'6.39"E April 20, 9 am 

 

Naissaare Sadam - Marina 

Lõunaküla / Storbyn 

74022 Harju maakond 

Estonia 

 

+372 5345 0651 

Open 24 hours 

saarteliinid.ee 

Head office of AS Saarte Liinid 

 

https://saarteliinid.ee/kontakt/ 

 

Rohu 5, 93819 Kuressaare | info@saarteliinid.ee  | +372 453 0140 

 

https://saarteliinid.ee/kontakt/
mailto:info@saarteliinid.ee


Emailed 240420  

info@saarteliinid.ee 

We are from the US, sailing a Canadian Bayfield 10 meter monohull sailboat, 3 meter beam, 1 

meter draft, planning a trip from Kotha, Finland to the Kiel Canal in June of 2024 and may put 

into your lovely Naissaare Sadam - Marina Lõunaküla / Storbyn  59°33'24.11"N  24°33'6.39"E  if 

the winds are not favorable.  

 

How are things looking for this season? Do you have a slip for us for a few days waiting for the 

weather to improve? 

 

Responded 240423 

from: Jaanus Jürivete <jaanus.jyrivete@saarteliinid.ee> 

to: "thoslohre49@gmail.com" <thoslohre49@gmail.com> 

cc: AS Saarte Liinid <info@saarteliinid.ee>, 

Naissaare ülevaataja <naissaare.ylevaataja@saarteliinid.ee> 

date: Apr 23, 2024, 3:59 AM 

Yes, you are welcome. Please let us know the day before your arrival. 

Have a nice journey! 

Regards, 

Jaanus Jürivete 

Harbour master 

AS Saarte Liinid 

tel: +372 53328095 

jaanus.jyrivete@saarteliinid.ee 

 

 

 
 

 

 

March virtual sail 

Leave Kotha 240308 following winds Arrived in Kiel 23 days. This is the way to plan a voyage. 

Getting return emails from harbors. 

 

Virtual Sail II Leave Kotha on Easter 240331 First virtual sail took 23 days. Arrived in Kiel 

Easter. This is the way to plan a voyage. Getting return emails from harbors. 

 

 

mailto:info@saarteliinid.ee


 
This is what SailAway looks like. Complete buoys and lights, real time weather and the ship can 

steer from a compass heading or wind direction while off line. 

 



 



 
240331 emailed  

 

Viinistu Harbour - Marina, Estonia 

Viinistu 

74701 Harju maakond,  

https://www.viinistu.ee/en/harbour 

 

E-mail: sadam@viinistu.ee 

 

Harbourmaster: +372 5622 9660 

 

59° 38.8153' N 025° 45.2356' E 

 

240401 replied 

Im glad to hear that you are thinking about visiting. If the winds should not be favorable it will not 

be a problem to moor at Viinistu. 

Parimate soovidega! 

AIorK4yv2bgJdicmaevVCXuyWkHtNlxxGAMwo1Socbn9mqn8udQEU1fA3xjcKJJobzpv5sxGVC

90UF0 

https://www.viinistu.ee/en/harbour
mailto:sadam@viinistu.ee

