
 
 

Tom Lohre Sr. 

There are always infinite new skills, insights and depths of realization ahead. 

The most meaningful thing you can live for is to reach your full potential. 

At any given age the body and mind are but a tiny fraction of the possibilities still open to 

you. 

 

Gerald Hounchell 

We are a part of nature, inseparable. Losing oneself in rapture as the sun spray colors 

across clouds and sky or waterfall, or to marvel at manmade structures binds us even more 

closely to nature. To capture on canvas or in a photograph those rare moments binds the 

soul with creation. 

 

You are dead on. We have to meet frequently and often. You are the soul I need. 

 

 



 
 



 
 

Friday May 1 

I arrived early in the evening, it was still sunny. 

Took a cab from downtown after a 5 hour, two bus ride. Dolly worked great. Only had to use it 

for three hundred feet. 

AIS and chart plotter fired right up. 

Head fan working. 

Got Internet working using the fancy high gain adapter. 

Eating out of the corner quick store. 



 
 

 
 

Saturday May 2 

 Thanks for the email. Nothing for Will to bring. I've got everything, except you. You'll have to get 

a dog. Wouldn't that be nice. 

As usual, I am poking away at things. Every day I wake up depressed, rally, take my time and 

end of the day happy. 



We have a lot to show for that method. I'm turning into Capt. Eric.  Willard is me. I'm going to be 

tied up with Clio till I'm 91. 

Ricardo and his friends are coming in a few minutes, and I've gotten the Wi-Fi working with the  

app lowest signal ever. But thank God I bought that device at Micro Center.  It does the job. If I 

don't have my computer with me in the cabin, it makes things tough. 

Enjoy the gigantic ship Whaler as captain. Made a nice dish of peas and rice. 

 

 

 

Ricardo won the Derby. He's got the sound track covered. He taught me to go to Indonesia for 

long term care.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 3 

Took cover off. 



Willard arrives and all is civilized. A wonderful hot meal. After a hard day and a nap, it's nice to 

feel how fun it is even though you're totally responsible. Ricardo was happy we had all those  

Zoom calls. It's funny how little nuisances can cement a feeling you're going to do it and have 

fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ricardoôs Marina 

 

 
 

Monday, May 4 

Stowed cover in lockers under V berth. 

Went to the grocery store. 

We're here but you never know how long. 

I give the weather window report every morning starting today. The boysô eyes were all glued to 

the GRIB file, predictive wind data, it was overlaid on the chart of the Channel. Favorable winds 



are slated for May 11 leaving. Hopefully we will be too far past the Bay of Biscay to turn back. 

But if not, we will put into Ricardoôs marina in Spain and put her on the hard there. 

Ricardoôs Marina 

Av. del Puerto 15160 Sada ï A Coruña 

info@clubnauticodesada.com  

 

981 61 90 18 (SADA YACHT CLUB) 

+34 653 469 579 (MARINERY) 

 

Ricardoôs Marina  

https://nauticodesada.es/ 

If this happens, I'll be home early June. 

Keep your fingers crossed, the weather changes in our favor. 

Sending harmonizing vibrations for a pain free head and knee. 

Love from the captain. 

https://nauticodesada.es/


 



 

Tues, May 5 

Secured overboard flag, light and vest. 

Assembled life vests. Bent sails. 

 



 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 6 

Changed the zinc with the line cutter. 



Slowly stowing. We go in the water on Friday. Fog in the morning. Sun in the afternoon. I laid 

out my 6m plastic bags in the Sun and they perspired water. Sealing them when the sun goes 

down.  They can go into the wettest locker under my bunk. 

It's air-conditioned here.  

Lots of great advice from the locals concerning traversing the Channel non-stop.  

Plotted the route today using the onboard chart plotter, 1200nm. 

We go in Friday. 

 



 
Clio Underway, Pencil, melted crayon on paper, 8ò x 10ò 

 



 
 

Thursday, May 7 

 

Finally getting stuff stowed. Going into the hold today. Spent a lot of time checking the 

tolerance between the shaft and the engine. It's still .002. Mostly painting everything 

with lanocote, derived from lamb's wool, just like lanoline. It protects everything.  

 

Finishing what needs to be done before going in the water.  

 

Turning in around 11. Getting up at 8:30.  

 

Hanging vegetables in bags from the cabin handholds.  

 

We're not the Gloucester fisherman so being safe is easy. The joke is that it takes 10 

days to put the boat in the water and 10 days to take her out, that leaves 10 days of 

sailing if we're only going to have a month. We're going to have to drug Willard to get by 

the northwest edge of Spain before he decides to turn and go back home to cut the 

grass. Cut the grass! I cut the grass, said his partner! Grass is code for work! The funny 

thing is if we run out of time, we'll put into northwest Spain where our third mate Ricardo 

has a boat and knows everything about the local scene. 

 



Met our old friend Charlie, he was given a boat to live on and just arrived on it when we 

arrived. He's part of an open mic poetry reading tonight. He's a lost artistic soul on the 

loose. He's got a job working in a nearby boat yard. 

 

 

 

 
 

Marine Traffic shows Clio as underway on July 19, 2025 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7830979/zoom:10 

 

Following Clioôs AIS signal on Marine Traffic is fun since you get to see the ships we sail with 

but sometimes the signal drops and we only broadcast AIS for five minutes on the top of the 

hour. Donôt worry. Go to our Garmin InReach site to see a constant track that is as solid as the 

day is long. We keep it on all the time while underway. 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7830979/zoom:10


 

Map with tracks https://share.garmin.com/TomLohre 

 

 

Friday, May 8 

Went into the water after Ricardo and Willard shopped and I filled the locker under my bunk with electric cords, 
my bags and the dolly. 

https://share.garmin.com/TomLohre


Bone tired. It's no fun working like a dog for ten days then sail for ten days and then take her out of the water 
for ten days like last year. Keep your fingers crossed we get out of the Channel and cross the Bay of Biscay 
without stopping.  

We have so much more to do but have done so much already. The list is getting shorter. So funny planning to 
leave for twenty days without stopping.  

 

 



 

 

 

Saturday, May 9 

Willard got some long-needed cleats for hanging vegetable bags. 

Went up the mast and reconnected the AIS antenna. Still not broadcast AIS signal. Edgar has 
given great advice. He even sent the Garmin AIS software update. Trying to get a com port 
using the laptop connected to the plotter. VHF radio is not working. 



Soldered the compass light but it's too dim then realized I had fantastic 12V LED purchased for 
interior night lights. Soldered it in and works great! 

Greased and Lanocoted ratchet straps and dinghy oars and mast parts. 

Wonderful dinner by Ricardo. Heôs taken to the galley. He stayed up all night to watch the mixed 
martial arts boxing event. 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 10 

Been working on the endless things to do. Got the new water pump installed. Now changing the 
fuel filters. Next to change the gear oil and antifreeze. Been dead tired and took a lay down for 
two hours before diving into the fray.  

DId get the charts populated on our plotter. Working on another chart plotter problem and 
unbelievably I had the proper USB cord to connect to a device. A friend we met in Laboe, 
Germany has been a tremendous help. An expert in communications, it's so nice that Willard 
made such a good impression on him. 

This is what I love but all at once it is overwhelming. Willard always has great insight, and we 
need all of that he has. I am always making mistakes. 

Looking to leaving Tuesday at 9am. The weather window looks good for all days this week, 
which is a blessing. 

 



 

Monday, May 11 

 



 

Tuesday, May 12 

We leave tomorrow, Wednesday, May 13 when the tide is going out, for Praia da Vitória Marina, 
located on the far eastern corner of Terceira Island, in the Archipelago of the Azores, at the 
coordinates 38º 43"N, 27º 03"W. 
9760 Praia da Vitória (Ilha Terceira) 1500nm 

The weather window looks great. We plan on a 23 day voyage. 
 

InReach map of our track 

https://share.garmin.com/TomLohre 

Follow our AIS signal on Marine Traffic 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7830979/zoom:10  

US S/V Clio Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/230980633127879/ 

We do not have the Internet onboard. 

Once in the Azores, I'll be painting the Azorian Aliens a la Paul Gauguin. 

http://tomlohre.com/    

7thFair Winds 

Tom Lohre, Willard Sunderland & Ricardo Luis 

 

https://share.garmin.com/TomLohre
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7830979/zoom:10
https://www.facebook.com/groups/230980633127879/
http://tomlohre.com/


 

 

 



 

 

Wednesday May 13 

Great start of the voyage. Left at 7pm after a good meal at the Third Crossing, our local steak 
and seafood restaurant in the marina with an excellent bar. Crossed under the Gull Wing and 
Baskell bridges into a following tide. Motor sailing.  



 

 

Finally anchored the extra water and fuel away from the throughputs for sea water for the 
engine and starboard drain. 



 

 

 



 

Thursday May 14 

Rounded Dover after passing the Thames Estuary in the North Sea. Sunny and chilly. Tied 
down the water and diesel tanks. 

 



Cape Horn self-steering set, engine off. 

 

 

 

Friday May 15 

Finally finessed the self-steering to steer the boat with the engine on.  

Passing Portsmouth today.  

Staying on the edge of the West bound shipping lane the one nearest England. 

Sometime the tide is with us and we make 6kts sometime it's not and we make 4kts. The tide is 
about 1.5 kts at itôs highest. 

Transferred fuel 

Put 13 gallons in the diesel tank. We made 13nm a gallon going 166nm. 



 

New tie down rig for the French press using the line we cleat when rinsing overboard. Clio runs 
on coffee. Ricardo has his special Italian pot. Willard and I use the stainless French press. They 
like it hot and I like it cold. Ricardo found a nice large cup with lid for me to store my cold coffee 
in. Four coffee scoops per pot. Scoop is probably 2 tablespoons. Trick to pressing is to bring the 
plunger up a little then down a little more keeping the screen clear till plunged. 

 



 

 

Saturday May 16 

Motoring to Dartmouth. Then getting a GRIB file. Saying goodbye by cell. Then going to sailing 
only. Hoping to hold our own until favorable winds. Rigged the boom vang. 

Pull 7 gallons, what's left, from the lazarette 8-2-gallon polypropylene tanks in the fuel tank. 
Imagine it's 4/5ths full, good for 200nm. 

Stopped the engine for what's to be expected for the last time, except for sail changes, until we 
get to the Azores.  

4:30 



 



 



 

Finally made a sign for the self-steering control line.  

 

 

Sunday, May 17 

Midnight 50.056429°N 2.170281°W 

50° 02.973'N 02°01.9984W  



 
 

Midway between Dartmouth and Cherbourg. Getting a handle on how to sail out of the Channel. 

Headwinds and tides make for a sign wave track. If we deviate into the opposite shipping lane 

we tack. 

 



  

At times fully sailing.  

Finally decided to cut the engine off and see if we could sail out of the Channel. That is what 
created the undulations convincing us that it was impossible. We were going into Dartmouth 
60nm away. The waves picked up and with strong headwinds making for rough conditions we 
turned north and sailed into Portland Marina 17nm away. I did not think we had the fuel to make 
it to Dartmouth because it would be over half a day. As it turned out we had half a tank. put into 
Portland Marina for fuel and beer to wait for the proper weather window which will be Sunday, 
May 24, good till June 3 which will put us a ӎ of the way to the Azores.  

Clio undulating with tides and wind. Close hulled. Deciding which is the money tack. 

Getting used to new protocols. 302nm to 1st waypoint. Using only InReach and Navionics on 
tablet.  

Switched off the chart plotter and wind indicator to save battery. 

3am wind direction 293° 

Ricardo took Midnight to four and had if we had the winds we could have sailed west of 
Cherbourg. But instead, we tiptoed into the opposite shipping lane and spoke to a nice radio 
person on ship Sandee Sander. They passed on our port with about a football field's distance 
between us. We tacked and proceeded NE until 4pm when we dropped sail and decided to put 
into Portland Marina for fuel and beer to wait for the proper weather window which will be 
Sunday, May 24, good till June 3 which will put us a ӎ of the way to the Azores. 

 



 
 

Portland Marina & Boatyard - Marina 

Osprey Quay Portland DT5 1DX United Kingdom 

+44 1305 866190 

 

boatfolk.co.uk 

 

 

Monday, May 18 

http://boatfolk.co.uk/


Wanted to make it to Dartmouth but there were headwinds and the tide against us along with 
concerns about fuel after five days we turned to Portland Marine just south of Weymouth, 17nm 
instead of 60 to Dartmouth. 

 

 

Landed Sunday at 11pm. We normally do not like to come into an unknown harbor at night, but 
it was such a simple approach and with the fantastic Garmin chart plotter we were able to steer 
via the chart plotter, sight and paper charts 

Fueled up. Spending six days in Portland Marina, built for the Olympics. 

Willard and Tom walked into town and the nearby ñeverything storeò supplying the yachts. 

  

 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 


