
 

 
 

Though we were traveling West to East, following the trail was an education. You needed 150 pounds of flour 

for each person. 

 

1850 Clayton's to Oregon Trail 

 

https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/collection/TrailGuides/id/2978/rec/7 

 
 

We didn't stop at any state parks because we didn't want to disturb the animals. We just saw friends and family 

that we wanted to see along the way. Not like meeting friends while we were at a meeting or something. We 

enjoyed seeing the country. I wish we had seen more of the Oregon coast. 

 

 
 

 
 

https://contentdm.lib.byu.edu/digital/collection/TrailGuides/id/2978/rec/7


 
 

Left Friday, March 28, 2025 

7,685 miles in six weeks with 17 nights in Marriotts, the rest with friends and family.  

No rain, windy,  

 

 
 

Starting off with a box on the roof with a painting in it to deliver to Atlanta, our first stop. 



 

 
 

My on the road painting kit. I did not bring one but bought the hot plate and two boxes of crayons, one of 

standard colors and the other of the 24 shades of man, a quarter of the way through. I normally do not start 

documenting until the voyage is well underway. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
Painting delivered and hung. 

So we, you know, we started off at Eileen's beautiful mansion, delivered a painting. We went to see Uncle 

Tom. Well, he's doing really great. He looks good. We went out to dinner. We went out to dinner with Eileen. 

And we were just eating our way through the States. Anyway, Uncle Tom's fine. We went well.  

 



3 hr 11 min (208 miles) 

Eileen Smyrna GA 30080 

 

Tom MARIETTA GA 30066 

 

 

And then we went to Pensacola to see Mary. I met her in Atlanta and used to spend a lot of time visiting her. 

When I went to see Grandmother every year in Atlanta I'd bring Helen as a baby and stay with Mary. Now, 

Mary's living in a cute ranch with a swimming pool. The endless white beach is right down the way. Then we 

went to Sulphur Springs, Louisiana, and spent the night. 

5 hr 18 min (329 miles) from Tom to Mary 

 

Mary Navarre FL 32566 

Monday to Wednesday April 2 

 



 

Birmingham, Al 

 

11 hr 10 min (742 miles) from Mary to Patti Thur April 3 to Sunday April 6 

Next was San Antonio to spend the afternoon with Sister Pattie visiting her convent and several missions. We 

went to the river walk to have dinner and low and behold, a restaurant was opening up giving free food and 

beer! 

Hampton Inn Alpine - Hotel 

2607 US-90 Alpine, TX 79830 

 

5 hr 43 min (398 miles) from San Antonio to Marfa  



 
Sister Pattiôs Convent 

 
Google Earth 3D view of the convent. 



 
Inside the convent where Sister Patti works. 

 



 
 

One of the Missions in San Antonio, TX 

 

 
 

Uncle Jim, my fcfҲu youngest brother, became a Marine. His son, Mark, had his metals & 

ribbons. Mark passed away and his sister, Patti, took possession of the ribbons & metals 

and ribbons and gave them to me on our trip. 



 

The image shows a U.S. Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal. This medal is awarded to 

enlisted members of the U.S. military for completing three consecutive years of 

"honorable and faithful service," or the initial term of enlistment if less than three years.  

 

 
 

The object is the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor (EGA), the official emblem of the United States 

Marine Corps (USMC). It is a bronze-colored emblem featuring an eagle perched atop a 

globe, with an anchor wrapped around it. The EGA symbolizes the Marine Corps' readiness 

to serve across the globe and its naval heritage.  

 

 
World War I Victory Ribbon 

Could this be great grandfather Lohre's ribbon? It may be missing a metal that hung from 

it. 

 



 
The items are likely a pair of early U.S. Navy aviation bronze chinstrap buttons. These 

buttons feature a design approved in early 1918 by Bailey, Banks, and Biddle for Naval 

Aviators.  

 

 
Unit destination metal  

 

 
Route through the southern desert. 

 

Halfway from Maryôs to Pattiôs  

Fairfield Inn 2615 Ruth St Sulphur, LA 70665 April 1  

4 hr 55 min (333 miles) Sulphur LA to Pattiôs work 



 

The Warning 

 

Luckily for us we got a warning in the most typical speed trap known to man, a carefully arranged stretch of I-

10 where the speed limit goes from 75 to 45, mysteriously in Jefferson County, TX.  A sun tanned, leather 

faced, female officer, asked if I had any issues with my license as I gave it to her with my mirrored glasses on, I 

replied, ñNo.ò Irene thought I would certainly be jailed. Though I had not opened a beer, that was the last time I 

had an opened beer on the trip! 



 

 

 

Leave Pattiôs Sunday, April 6th 

Spend night of Sunday April 6th on road around Marfa 

 

Missed the Marfa Lights. Passed by the Marfa Texas Prada Store. Marfa is open only Thursday Friday 

Saturday Sunday. A sleepy town full of masterpieces being finished. 

In Marfa, Texas, we stayed at the Pisano Hotel. 

The Hotel Paisano 207 Highland St Marfa TX 79843 Thursday April 3 Confirmed  

Patti to Victor & Keith 10 hr 29 min (676 miles)  

 

Victor and Keithôs Monday April 7th  

 until Friday April 11th 

 

 
 



The Rio Grand goes through Las Cruces but most of the time it is the big sandy. In June they open up the dam 

and it fills with water creating a wall of water moving through town. A real celebration when it happens. 

 

 
 

 
A trip to the foothills of the revered mountains is a must do. 

 



 
 

Las Cruces Mother & Child 

 

 
 

Las Cruces was the last resting place of this world traveling hermit! 

 



Films made around the area: 

'Knight', featuring Bruce Willis 

'Hot Seat', featuring Mel Gibson,  

The Locksmith', starring Ryan Phillippe and Kate Boswoth,  

Dig', starring Thomas Jane and Emile Hirsch 

Chupa and The Price We Pay 

All shot in and around the Las Cruces area.  

 

 
 

 
Victor & Keith, Las Cruces 

 



 

 

The strange cactus showed up outside of Phoenix.  

 



 
Missed visiting Troy in Phoenix, a dear friend and master artist. 

 

 
Victor & Keiths to Mikeyôs 11 hr 29 min (765 miles) 

 

Courtyard Phoenix Downtown - Hotel 

132 S Central Ave Phoenix, AZ 85004 

 

From Las Cruces we went to Phoenix where we didn't know anybody; we just spent the night. But in Phoenix is 

where those big cactuses are that kind of strange-looking.  

 

 



 
Nieces and nephews in LA 

 

 
 

RuPaul 

https://rupaul.com/product/the-house-of-hidden-meanings/  

https://rupaul.com/product/the-house-of-hidden-meanings/

